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Rural tourism, as one of the most important strategies for sustainable development,
plays a key role in improving the economic, social, and cultural conditions of rural
areas. The Khuzestan Province, with its diverse territorial potentials, has a high
capacity for rural tourism development. However, the optimal utilization of these
potentials requires proper recognition and prioritization. Therefore, the present study
focuses on the typology and prioritization of territorial capabilities for tourism
development in the rural areas of Khuzestan Province. According to the goal of the
research, a group of 35 experts from seven organizations in Khuzestan Province was
selected to respond to the questionnaires. In order to identify the types of territorial
capabilities suitable for tourism development in rural areas of the Province, the results
of the final coefficients of the indices, derived from the average scores of weighting
methods, showed that the indicators related to natural capabilities, agriculture, and
handicrafts received the highest coefficients, with scores ranging from 0.26 to 0.24.
Furthermore, to determine the level of the counties in the province based on territorial
capabilities related to rural tourism development, the results of multi-criteria decision-
making techniques and aggregation method showed that the counties of Dezful,
Ahvaz, and Andimeshk, with scores ranging from 0.00 to 2.00, achieved the highest
ranks. Additionally, the analysis of the results from the final map of territorial
capabilities related to rural tourism development in the Province using geographic
information system indicated that the share of high, middle, and low classes of the
total province is 33.3% or ten counties, 23.3% or seven counties, and 43.3% or
thirteen counties, respectively. This indicates that nearly half of the province is in an
unfavorable condition in terms of having these types of capabilities.
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1. geo data base (GDB)
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1. multi-criteria decision-making (MCDM)
2. geographic information system (GIS)
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1. fuzzy decision making trial and evaluation laboratory (FDEMATEL)
2. fuzzy eigen vector (FEV)

3. method based on removal effects of criteria (MEREC)

4. integrated determination of objective criteria weights (IDOCRIW)

5. preference selection index (PSI)
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1. grey relational analysis (GRA)

2. combinative distance based assesment (CODAS)

3. tomada de decisao interativa multicriterio (TODIM)

4. multi-objective optimization on the basis of ratio analysis (MOORA)
5. combined compromise colution (CoCoSo)

6. Cook & Siford
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