Application of the Delphi Method in Prioritizing Criteria for Identifying
Environmentally Sensitive Areas (Case Study: Alborz Province)

Abstract:

The increasing importance of sustainable land management, land protection, a-? prioritizi gional
protection has become an essential issue in regional planning. One of the requirem rioritizing
conservation is to pay attention to environmentally sensitive areas. In o e criteria for
identifying environmentally sensitive areas in Alborz Province, 9 criteria and 1a were obtained

ecialists for screening
and prioritization. Based on the importance coefficient, the results indica main criteria—including
ecological vulnerability, human threats (conflicts and threats), plant biodiversity, animal biodiversity,
human dependence, climate, land features, natural hazard, and wat@mtesources —comprising 25 sub-criteria
mammals, surface water, birds, water status, land deﬁa ion, habitat sensitivity, precipitation (aridity),
groundwater, vegetation function, soil sensitivity, plant type, rep lan@ sensitivity, hydrological hazards,
aquatic life, plant sensitivity, social components, recreational i ortaﬂ&emperature, vegetation density,
economic importance (land use and activity), topograpfys soil type, management, and scientific and
educational importance are significant for identifyi rammentally sensitive areas in Alborz Province
and are prioritized accordingly. |
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