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Editor’s Note

This planet, entrusted to us, faces numerous challenges some of which have been turned to current
issues and the warning bells have long begun to ring. Climate change, migration issue, increasing
extinction of species, widespread water pollution, conflicts to gain access to resources, rise of political
extremism, and eventually, rise of inequalities are all but a number of the present-day challenges. The
integration of information technology and biotechnology has also provided the ground for more
controversial issues. Big data, artificial intelligence, metaverse, digital governance and algorithmic
governance are the result of such integration. What we are now witnessing could be encapsulated in a
single word: “change.” However, this change has a unique factor. In comparison with human life, this
change is occurring at a relatively slow speed, thereby making its understanding difficult for those
involved. The changes seem so incremental that they appear normal for those living during them. This
becomes more sensitive when we notice that the change itself is consolidating. The change is gaining
momentum and its growth rate is increasing, exacerbating the process of encountering it.

Faced by complicated global challenges, such as climate change, sustainable development, and
uneven resource distribution, town and country planning, as a strategic tool, plays a highly significant
role. This journal provides a context for scientific dialogue and experience sharing by the elites in this
field. We should acknowledge that the previous developmental approaches do not satisfy current
demands. Accordingly, a paradigm shift from “centralized planning” to “integrated, resilient and
evidence-based management” is deemed highly necessary.

In this issue of the Journal of Town and Country Planning, fourteen articles are selected and
indexed following a double-blind peer review as well as observing professional principles and
standards. In this, it is necessary to express our sincere gratitude for the wholehearted cooperation of
authors, reviewers and editorial board.

The approved publication ethics include originality and avoidance of plagiarism, observing
conflicts of interest, double-blind peer review, precision, confidentiality, human dignity, punctuality,
and promptness. Editorial board are completely loyal to the aforementioned principles and ask the
esteemed scholars aiming to cooperate with the journal to take heed of and observe them as well.

In this issue of the journal, you will notice a significant range of subjects. In addition to subject
diversity, the studies accepted for review and analysis enjoy a widespread geographical scope. Tehran,
Larestan, Kermanshah, llam, Sirjan, North Khorasan, Ardibil, Ahvaz, and Sefid Kooh are among the
selected case studies in this issue of the journal. Moreover, two articles, taking an international
outlook, have studied Najaf, Karbala, and Karkuk. This has broadened the scope of included studies,
paving the way for international research studies.

We demand the esteemed authors, aligned with the research trend in different scientific fields,
direct their scholarly attention towards subjects focused on the integration of technology and
biotechnology. Articles focused on these subjects will be prioritized to publish in future issues.

Finally, we wish prosperity, dignity and power for Iran, our precious country. A country with
incomparable glory and originality. We hope that the scientific attempts in this journal will make a
better future for our country and world.

Ali Hamidizadeh
Associate Professor, University of Tehran
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