Assessing Spatial Inequality in Access to Health and
Education Services in the Context of Sustainable Spatial
Development: Evidence from Kerman Province, Iran

Abstract:

Spatial justice and equitable access to public services are foundational to
sustainable spatial development. This applied study models sa)atial i
regarding access to basic services (health and educationp across
Province, Iran. Utilizing the TOPSIS model for count
employs the Gini coefficient and Lorenz curve to mea ality depth
while spatial autocorrelation and bivariate mapping,technigues are used to
analyze the geographical structure of deprivation. iffgs reveal a stark
disparity in the education sector (Gini coefficient: 0.412) compared to the
health sector (0.258), indicating a siggificant centration of educational
resources in specific hubs. Although the @ran’s | statistic suggests
a dispersed pattern at the provincial le | ifdi@ators identify a distinct
“spatial poverty trap” in the province’ n counties, such as Qaleh Ganj
and Rudbar-e Jonub. These results c@nfirm that Kerman’s development
structure adheres to a c@r— eripheny model. Consequently, to mitigate
sustainable development, regional
entralized strategies toward place-based
e allocation for the identified deprived zones

planning must pivot from
development, prioritizing reso
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