University of Tehran Press

Town & Country Planning Online ISSN: 2423-6268
Home Page: https://jtcp@ut.ac.ir

Explaining the role of political economy of space in realizing interactive
planning in urban development planning in Tehran

Javad Razmi''®' | Hamid Saberi*:' | Ahmad Khademolhosseini*'*' | Mohammad

Hossein Boochani®

1. Department of Geography ,Na.C., Islamic Azad University, Najafabad, Iran. Email: javad.razmi@iau.ir
2. Corresponding Author, Department of Tourism Research Center ,Na.C., Islamic Azad University, Najafabad, Iran.

Email: hamid.saberi@iau.ac.ir

3. Department of Tourism Research Center ,Na.C., Islamic Azad University, Najafabad, Iran. Email: a.khademolhoseiny@iau.ac.ir
4. Department of Urban Planning, S T.C., Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran. Email: Boochani100@yahoo.com

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Avrticle History:

Received: November 08, 2025
Revised: February 10, 2026
Accepted: April 13, 2026

Published online: September 22, 2026

Keywords:

Political Economy of Space
Interactive Planning

Urban Planning

Tehran Metropolis.

The adoption of innovative approaches in urban planning and design systems
requires the groundwork and flexibility in the overarching principles and procedures
governing spatial planning, such as the principles of the political economy of space.
This alignment can herald transformations and the realization of structural and
functional changes in the decision-making and policy-making system of urban
development planning. This study seeks to elucidate the role of the political
economy of space in realizing an interactive planning approach in the urban
development planning of Tehran's metropolis. Utilizing a mixed-method research
approach, combining quantitative and qualitative methods, along with targeted
Delphi and survey methods using questionnaire tool, the research data were
collected. The results obtained through Structural Equation Modeling (SEM)
revealed that the political economy of space plays a positive and significant role in
realizing the interactive planning approach in the urban development planning
process of Tehran's metropolis. Indeed, the findings indicate that the role of the
political economy of space in achieving the structural and functional transformations
envisioned by the interactive planning approach for urban development planning in
Tehran's metropolis is positive and significant. This study highlights the role of the
political economy of space and its alignment with modernist transformations in
fostering constructive and efficient changes in the decision-making and policy-
making system of urban development plans.
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