University of Tehran

Town & Country Planning
Home Page: https://jtcp@ut.ac.ir

Online ISSN: 2423-6268

An Analysis of the Importance of Sustainable Urban Development
Indicators in Iran and its Comparison With Global Indicators”

Solmaz Amoushahi*

| Abdolrassoul Salmanmahiny?”

| Hossein Moradi®
| Carmen Galan®

| Ali Reza
Mikaeili Tabrizi*

1. Department of Environmental Sciences, Faculty of Fisheries and Environmental Sciences, Gorgan University of
Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, Gorgan, Golestan, Iran. Email: solmazamoushahi@gmail.com

2. Corresponding Author, Department of Environmental Sciences, Faculty of Fisheries and Environmental Sciences, Gorgan
University of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, Gorgan, Golestan, Iran. Email: mahini@gau.ac.ir

3. Department of Environment, Faculty of Natural Resources Engineering, Isfahan University of Technology, Isfahan, Iran.
Email: hossein.moradi@cc.iut.ac.ir

4. Department of Environmental Sciences, Faculty of Fisheries and Environmental Sciences, Gorgan University of
Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, Gorgan, Golestan, Iran. Email: amikaeili@gau.ac.ir

5. Department of Botany, Ecology and Plant Physiology, University of Cérdoba, Cérdoba, Spain. Email: bvlgasoc@uco.es

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article History:

Received September 05, 2022
Revised December 01, 2022
Accepted December 17, 2022

Keywords:

Iran,

Sustainable development,
Evaluation tools,
Indicator,

Urban areas.

Today, the expansion of urbanism has led to many problems for various countries in the
world, especially developing countries. Iran is one of the developing countries that in recent
years has faced numerous damages due to population increase, especially in urban areas. In
recent years, countries in the world have tried to overcome the problems deriving from
unsustainable urbanism via using sustainable urban development. Accordingly, the authors
carried out this study to determine the similarities and differences among sustainability
evaluation systems existing in developing and developed counties and explain the needs of
developing countries, like Iran, to improve management of urban areas. Therefore, in the
study at hand, the global urban sustainability indicators such as BREEAM Community ¢
CASBEE-UD GBI Township <LEED-ND <IGBC Green Townships «GRIHA-LD <Green
Star, and IUSAF were examined and were compared with the intended system in Iran (IUSI).
In this process, the similarities and differences of selected evaluation systems were compared
with each other in terms of type and importance level of indicators. The obtained result
showed that the urbanism challenges in various countries in the world are different based on
the development level and environmental, social, economic, and geopolitical conditions. In
addition, the most important indicators of urban development measurement in developed
countries were identified as energy, resources and social welfare, smartening, and
environment, while the prioritized indicators in the developing countries were determined to
be planning and developing the society, managing infrastructure resources, transportation,
local security and economy, employment, and — mostly importantly — access to healthy
water. Moreover, the findings of this study indicate that via localization of the systems and
indicators related to sustainability evaluation for every country, region, or province, a more
precise evaluation can be attained. This can offer great assistance to future planning to
advance the sustainable development goals.
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